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Higher education, lower development

CHrrra BARAL

DUCATION, especially
E higher education, seems to

be in focus in the Eleventh
Five Year Plan. Rightlyso. The ap-
proach paper to the plan document
says: “Only about 8 per cent of the
relevant age group (of Indians) go 1o
university whereas in many devel-
oping countries, the figure is be-
tween 20and 25 percent, There isa
need to undertake major expan-
sion.. New institutions must be set
up, to provide easier access 1o stu-
dents in educationally backward
districts.” Similar sentiments were
recently expressed by the Planning
Commission Deputy Chairman
Montek Singh Ahluwalia when he
agreed with Shekhar Gupta (“Walk
the Talk’, IE, December 4) that
higher education is a problem and
went on to say, “What has hap-
pened iswe suddenly realised that if
the ecomomy is now growing at 8
per cent, and could grow at 9 per
cent, the skills the economy needs
willbecome a constraint.”

Against this backdrop, there
have been reports that HRD Minis-
ter Arjun Singh has proposed the
setting up of three new ITT5, five
[IMs, 20 Indian Institutes of Infor-
mation Technology (11Tx), three
Indian Institutes of Science Educa-
tional and Research (IISERs) and
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chitecture (SPAs). Even if some of
these get through to the Eleventh
Plan, where will they be located?
Currently the distribution of exist-
ing, centrally funded institutes is
skewed. In the past, decisions re-
garding the location of these insti-
tutions seem 1o have been based on
whether the state was politically in-
fAuential ornot.

Justrefer w the listof such institu-
tions in the Moily Committee re-
port for confirmation of this: AP
(NIT, Hyderabad University (L),
Maulana Azad Urdu U), Arun-

(NIT), Sikkim (none), TN (NIT,
IIT, NITTR). Tripura (NIT), Ut-
taranchal (HT), UP(NIT. IIM, II'T,
HIT, BHU, Allahabad U, Ambed-
kar U), West Bengal (NTTITT TIM,
Wiswa Bharati, NITTR), Andaman
and Nicobar Islands (none),
Chandigarh (NITTR), Dadra and
Nagar Haveli (none), Daman and
Diu (none), Lakshadweep (none)
and Puducherry (Pondicherry U).
The sizes of the above states and
UTs vary and institutions in some
of them are local to a significant ur-
ban population in neighbouring

Will the HRD ministry and Planning Commission
correct the regional imbalance in higher education?

achal (none), Assam (NIT.TIT, As-
sam U, Tezpur U), Bihar (NIT),
Chhattisgarh (NIT), Delhi (ITT,
INU, U Delhi, Jamia Millia Is-
lamia, SPA), Goa (none), Gujaral
(IIM, NIT), Harvana (NIT), HP
(NIT), J&K (NIT), Jharkhand
(NIT, NITTR, ISM), Karnataka
(NIT, TISc, 1IM), Kerala (NIT,
M), MP (IIM, NI'T. NITTR, two
LITTs), Maharashtra (NIT, NITIE,
[T, MG Hindi U}, Manipur (Ma-
nipur U}, Meghalaya (NEHU),
Mizoram (Mizoram U), Nagaland
(Nagaland U), Orissa (NIT), Pun-

states, For instance, institutions in
Delhiare local to the people of UP
and Haryana, and institutions in
and around Chandigarh are local
toa large populace of both Punjab
and Haryana. The different insti-
tutes mentioned above have differ-
ent budgets, with the ITTS/TISc hav-
ing the highest budgets. But the
exact budget details are not easily
available to make an accurate calcu-
lation of how much money the
HRD ministry spends in various
states. A rough calculation cited at
http://equitableindia.org, based on

(Rs 183.08), West Bengal (Rs
41.20) and Karnataka (Rs 33.4) at
the top with Orissa (Rs 4.07), Ra-
jasthan (Rs 2,59), and Bihar (Rs
IS'J'} at the bottom among the
larger states. Not surpri:iingt}' as
per the NS5O study of 2004-2005
Orissa is also at the bottom of most
higher education parameters.

When this inequity is pointed
out, some respond that locations of
national institutes do not matter as
any Indian is entitled to study any-
where in the country, What's for-
gotten is that institutions like 1175
are drivers of growth in the region
where they are located and have
programmes that benefit local peo-
ple. 1tisvery important, therefore,
thatcentrally funded institutions be
distributed in an equitable manner.

But whether this will be done is
the big question. Given the dismal
past record, there is need to be
alertt, There may be an attempt to
give an appearance of balance
while some of the big-ticket items
are once again located in the power-
ful states, The Planning Commis-
sionand HRD ministry must know
the citizens, especially from the
poorer states are watching.
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