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New Delhi: Getting into the prestigious
Indian Institutes of Technology is every
engineering aspirant's dream. But
getting the IIT into their state seems to
be every politician’s ambition.

At least that's what is happening in
Orissa and Andhra Pradesh, with the
neighbours fighting it out over getting
the institute within their territorial
boundaries.

FUN AND GAMES: Andhra's politicians play cricket to
block off highways in protest.

A day after Orissa Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik took strong exception
to the reported move of the Centre to
shift the establishment of an IIT from
Orissa to Andhra Pradesh, a political
battle of sorts has broken out in
Andhra.
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two National Highways after both the
Opposition parties and the ruling
Congress called for a blockade over
where the proposed IIT should be
established.
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While the Opposition parties have called for a blockade of NH-9 - demanding an IIT at
Basar in Adilabad district - the Congress is blocking NH-7 as it wants an IIT to be set up
elsewhere!

“We are blocking the highway as we want an IIT in Medak district of Andhra Pradesh,”
confirmed Medak Zila Parishad Chairman, Patan Cheru.

However, Congress is not having it easy either. All the political parties of state have come
together to oppose CM Y S Rajasekhara Reddy’s stand of locating the IIT in Medak
district.

How it started

The Centre had announced establishment of three greenfield IITs in the country during the
Eleventh Five Year Plan. Orissa was included in this proposal, which was also announced
by Union Minister of State for Human Resources Development MM Fatmi on August 28
last year at Patna.

The move did not go down well with Orissa Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, who on
Wednesday shot off a letter to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh demanding that a
greenfield IIT should be sanctioned for the State.

Describing the move by the Centre to establish the 1ITs in Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and
Rajasthan as ‘shocking’, the Chief Minister has sought the intervention of the Prime
Minister in setting up such an institute in Orissa.

Drawing the Prime Minister’s attention to the proposal of the IIT, Kharagpur for the
upgradation of their extension centre in Orissa to a full-fledged IIT campus, Naveen said
that the State Government has also formally recommended the proposal to the Ministry of
HRD and conveyed willingness to provide 300 acres of land free of cost for the prestigious
project.

He requested the Prime Minister to sanction the extension campus also.

(With CNN-IBN inputs)

Jharkhand

Ads by Google T Andhra Pradesh

Map of India

Digg | g™ delicious | ;¥ My Yahoo | tZReddit | |[Ell Newsvine | I Fark

Rate this article

Rating: 7.2 out of 50 votes cast

Copyright © IBNLive.com. All rights reserved. Reproduction of news articles, photos,
videos or any other content in whole or in part in any form or medium without express
written permission of IBNLive.com is prohibited.

Read Comments Post Comments

http://www.ibnlive.com/news/my-way-or-the-highway-ap-politicos-figh...

+ Most Read Articles Of The Day

Sex trade expose wakes up NHRC

CNN-IBN's expose of minor girls being sold
by their parents in Andhra Pradesh has sent
a wake up... =

Read more »

» Preity set to tie the knot with Ness?. .

» Sex trade expose wakes up NHRC...

» Beggars fly first class, here's how...

» All matches our property: Govt makes ordinanc...
» All matches our property: Govt makes ordinanc...
» ..

sl ekl

LW

» Top Stories
» Latest Blogs
» Top IBN Videos

Only 3 months left to
plan your taxes.

Get tips, tools, expert advice
& more ...

Log onto

Only 3
months left
to plan
your taxes.

Get tips,

tools,
expert advice

& more ...

I.og onto
moneycontrol.com

2/1/2007 6:30 AM



AP finds IIT too hot to handle : iit, orissa, andhra pradesh : IBNLive.com...  http://www.ibnlive.com/news/my-way-or-the-highway-ap-politicos-figh...

About Us | Disclaimer | Careers @ IBN | Contact Us | Feedback | Advertise With Us
© 2007, Web18 Software Services Ltd. All Rights Reserved

30f3 2/1/2007 6:30 AM



