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PU may finally get Central varsity status
[ 29 Aug, 2006 0222hrs IST TIMES NEWS NETWORK ]
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PATNA: The Centre has decided
to open an Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) in Bihar besides
an Indian Institute of Information 
Technology (IIIT). 

It has also decided to accord
Central university status to one of 
the universities in the state, 
preferably Patna Univeristy. 

The announcements were made
by Union minister of state for HRD 
MAA Fatmi at the inaugural
ceremony of a new experiment of 
the National Institute of Open
Schooling (NIOS) called "On 
Demand Examination" here on
Monday. 

Fatmi said, "The proposal for one
IIT for Bihar and two for Orissa 
and one Western Indian state
besides one IIIT to Bihar will be 
included in 11th Five Year Plan". 
He said that five universities were
being upgraded as Central universities of which one will be from
Bihar. "The process for the upgrade has already started," he
said. 

The Union junior minister further said that Institute of Science are
going to be opened in Kolkata, Pune and Punjab. In Kolkata, the
foundation has already been laid, he added. 

A bit critical of the state government, Fatmi said the Centre has
allotted Rs 2400 crore under the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). 

"Kasturba Gandhi Residential Schools for girls were sanctioned
for 128 blocks of Bihar but so far only 62 have been established.
A huge fund of Rs 1300 crore for construction of school buildings
under SSA is lying with the state government," he said. 

"The Centre is releasing funds in the name of SSA but the state
government has changed the name of the scheme to
Mukhyamantri Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan," he said adding they 
were not authorised to change the name. Similarly, funds have
been provided for 4000 madarsas of Bihar under the innovative
education scheme but only 400 have got the money so far, he
said... 
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