
05 – Orissa smells a conspiracy         
(20th December 2006-29th Jan 2007) 

 
Highlights: 

Various articles on how there is a conspiracy to shift a previously 
announced IIT in Orissa to another location. 
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Orissa may lose IIT to Andhra Pradesh
Pioneer News Service | Bhubaneswar

... as HRD requests Planning Commission to include three new IIT's in 11 Five-Year
Plan

It seems that some nasty politics is overshadowing the decision of setting up of an
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) in Orissa. Union Minister for Human Resources
Development Arjun Singh, a diehard Congress leader, seems determined not to
oblige the BJD-led Government in the State to take the political mileage for setting
up an IIT in the State. 

The HRD Ministry has requested the Planning Commission to include three new IITs
in the Eleventh-Plan period. The budget of each new IIT may be as high as Rs 4,000
crore, sources said. Union Minister of State for HRD MAA Fatmi, during the
inaugural ceremony of a new experiment of the National Institute of Open Schooling
(NIOS) in Patna, has said, "The proposal for IITs for Orissa and a western State,
besides an IIT for Bihar, will be included in 11th Five-Year Plan." 

The mention of Bihar and Orissa in the context of IIT makes sense as both States
are in the bottom three (the other being Rajasthan) of HRD Ministry spending with
respect to fully centrally funded higher education institutions and neither of them has
an HRD-funded IIT, IIM, Central University, IISER, etc. The mention of two IITs in
Orissa probably referred to a new IIT and a proposal for a branch or extension of IIT
Kharagpur in Bhubaneswar. 

However, even though the 11th Plan proposal is not yet finalised, confidential
inquiries reveal that the three new IITs will be in Bihar, Rajasthan and Andhra
Pradesh. And accordingly, the HRD Ministry has sent letters to the concerned State
Governments. Moreover, reports also mention that the plans for branch campuses
have been stalled. 

Despite being at the bottom of the HRD funding, Ministry always skips over Orissa.
Earlier, a proposed National Institute of Sciences in Bhubaneswar was shifted to
Kolkata, despite protests from people all over the State and its representatives in
Parliament roaring over the HRD Ministry's antipathy. Ultimately, Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh had to come to the State's rescue as he granted it an NISER to be
funded by the Department of Atomic Energy. 

Now, the HRD Ministry has once again overlooked Orissa with respect to the IITs.
This time, it seems Orissa is superseded by the Congress-ruled Andhra Pradesh,
which, earlier in the year, was awarded not one but two upgrades to IIT cousins.
Andhra University Engineering College and Osmania University Engineering College
were earlier included in the list to be upgraded as IIESTs (Indian Institute of
Engineering Science and Technology). Thus, Andhra gets a new IIT and two IIT-like
institutions funded by the HRD Ministry. 

The people of Orissa in general and non-resident Oriyas in particular have now
reasons to believe that the HRD Ministry under Arjun Singh is nourishing personal
grudge against the NDA-ruled State and trying to benefit the States run by the UPA
partners. 

For any comments, queries or feedback, kindly mail us at
pioneerletters@yahoo.co.in
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Orissa may lose IIT to AP

Bhubaneswar:28/January/2007
There seems “nasty” politics is taking
centre stage over the decision of
setting up an Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) in Orissa. 

Union Minister for Human Resources 
Development (HRD) Arjun Singh, a 
die hard Congress leader, seems to 
be determined not to oblige BJD-BJP 
Government in Orissa to take the 
political mileage for setting up an IIT 
in the state. 

The MHRD has requested the Planning Commission to include 3 new IITs in the 
Eleventh Plan period. The budget of each of these new IITs may be as high as Rs. 
4000 crores each, sources said. 

The Union Minister of State for HRD MAA Fatmi during the inaugural ceremony of a
new experiment of the National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) in Patna has 
said that "The proposal for one IIT for Bihar, Orissa and another for Western Indian
state besides one IIIT to Bihar will be included in 11th Five Year Plan". 

The mention of Bihar and Orissa in the context of IIT makes sense as both states 
are in the bottom three (the other being Rajasthan) of HRD Ministry spending with
respect to fully centrally funded higher education institutions and neither of them
have an HRD funded IIT, IIM, Central University and IISER etc. 

The mention of 2 IITs in Orissa probably referred to a new IIT and a proposal for a 
branch or extension of IIT Kharagpur in Bhubaneswar. 

However, even though the 11th Plan proposal is not yet finalised but confidential 
inquiries reveal that the three new IITs will be in Bihar, Rajasthan and Andhra 
Pradesh. 

And accordingly the HRD Ministry has sent letters to the concerned government of 
these states. 

Moreover reports also mention that the plans for branch campuses have also been 
stalled. 

That is why the people in Orissa are wondering how come state is always at the 
receiving end of the HRD Ministry. 

And despite being in the lowest bottom of HRD funding, Ministry of HRD always 
skips over Orissa. 

Earlier a proposed National Institute of Sciences in Bhubaneswar was shifted to 
Kolkata and despite protests from people all over Orissa and state's representatives 
in the parliament roaring over the HRD ministry's antipathy. 

Though ultimately the Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh had to come to the 
rescue of Orissa and he granted an NISER to be funded by the DAE. 

Now again HRD Ministry has once again overlooked Orissa with respect to the IITs.

This time it seems Orissa was superseded by the Congress ruled Andhra Pradesh, 
which earlier in the year was awarded not one but two upgrades to IIT cousins:
Andhra University Engineering College and Osmania University Engineering College 
were earlier included in the list to be upgraded as IIESTs (Indian Institute of
Engineering Science and Technology). 

Thus Andhra gets a new IIT and 2 IIT like institutions funded by HRD Ministry. 

The people in general and non resident Oriyas in particular of Orissa have now 
believe that HRD Ministry under Mr. Singh is nourishing personal grudge against
the state for which the states run by UPA partners are being benefited by the HRD
Ministry.
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06 – Orissa CM writes to the 
PM about IIT in Orissa                      
(31st January 2007 – 2nd February 2007) 

 
Highlights: 

Various articles on the CM’s letter. 
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Naveen demands IIT for Orissa
 

KalingaTimes Correspondent

Bhubaneswar: Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has written to Prime Minister Manmohan

Singh demanding setting up of an Indian Institute of Technology in Orissa.

Taking exception to the Centre's move to set up greenfield IITs in Andhra Pradesh,

Rajasthan and Bihar, the Chief Minister said in his letter on Wednesday that

establishment of an IIT in Orissa was necessary to support the rapid industrial

growth taking place in the State.

Stating that the State was attracting huge investments in various sectors including

the mega steel plant projects of Arcelor Mittal and Posco, Patnaik said there was

every reason to set up an IIT to cater to the requirement of the upcoming industries

by producing highly qualified technical personnel.

Terming the Centre's move to drop Orissa from the list of States selected for setting

up of IITs as `shocking', Patnaik urged the Prime Minister to intervene in the matter

and sanction such an institute for the State.

Patnaik also drew Prime Minister's attention to the announcement made by the

Centre in August last year about establishment of three IITs during the 11th Five

Year Plan period in the country. Orissa had figured in the list of the States, he added.

As regards the upgradation of the extension centre of IIT, Kharagpur in the State to

a full-fledged campus, Patnaik also urged the Prime Minister to look into the matter

for implementation of the project. The State has already sent a proposal in this

regard to the Union Ministry of Human Resource Development and assured allotment

of 300 acres of land for the project, Patnaik said.
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CM writes to PM demanding greenfield IIT
Thursday February 1 2007 00:00 IST

BHUBANESWAR: Taking strong exception to 
the reported move of the Centre to shift the
establishment of an Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) from Orissa to Andhra
Pradesh, Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik on 
Wednesday shot off a letter to Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh demanding that a greenfield
IIT should be sanctioned for the State.

The Centre had announced establishment of 
three greenfield IITs in the country during the
Eleventh Five Year Plan. Orissa was included in 
this proposal, which was also announced by
Union Minister of State for Human Resources
Development MM Fatmi on August 28 last year 
at Patna.

Describing the move by the Centre to establish
the IITs in Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and
Rajasthan as ‘shocking’, the Chief Minister has
sought the intervention of the Prime Minister
in setting up such an institute in Orissa.

Establishment of an IIT would go a long way in 
supporting the rapid industrial growth in the
State by producing highly qualified technical 
and managerial personnel as well as the much
needed R&D support, he said.

Drawing the Prime Minister’s attention to the
proposal of the IIT, Kharagpur for the
upgradation of their extension centre in Orissa
to a full-fledged IIT campus, Naveen said that
the State Government has also formally
recommended the proposal to the Ministry of
HRD and conveyed willingness to provide 300
acres of land free of cost for the prestigious
project. He requested the Prime Minister to
sanction the extension campus also.

Stating that the vibrant growth in the 
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industrial and technical education sectors
provides enormous potential for industry and 
institutional linkages, Naveen said that
establishment of an IIT in Orissa will greatly 
facilitate in intensifying this process.

Orissa is playing host to the biggest ever FDI
projects in the country such as Posco and 
Arcelor-Mittal steel projects, he said and added
that presence of such strong industrial players 
will definitely provide required synergy for an
IIT level institution to realise its full potential.
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IIT in State must: Naveen to PM
Thursday February 1 2007 11:32 IST

BHUBANESWAR: Chief Minister Naveen 
Patnaik, on Wednesday, shot off a letter to 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh demanding 
that a green field Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) should be sanctioned for the 
State. 

The letter comes in the wake of the Centre�s
reported move to shift the IIT from Orissa to
Andhra Pradesh.

Union Minister of State for Human Resources 
Development MM Fatmi, on August 28 last 
year, announced the establishment of three 
green field IITs in the country during the 
Eleventh Five Year Plan at Patna. Orissa was 
one of them.

Describing the Centre�s move to establish the
IITs in AP, Bihar and Rajasthan as
�shocking�, Naveen has sought the
intervention of the Prime Minister in setting up
such an institute in Orissa. 

Establishment of an IIT would go a long way in 
supporting the rapid industrialisation in the 
State by producing highly qualified technical 
and managerial personnel as well as the much 
needed R&D support, he said.

Drawing the Prime Minister�s attention to the
IIT Kharagpur�s proposal for upgradation of
their extension centre in Orissa to a
full-fledged IIT campus, Naveen said the State
Government has also formally recommended
the Ministry of HRD and conveyed willingness
to provide 300 acres of land free of cost for
the prestigious project. He requested the
Prime Minister to sanction the extension
campus also.
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Stating that vibrant growth in industrial and 
technical education sectors provides enormous 
potential for industry and institutional 
linkages, Naveen said establishment of an IIT 
in Orissa will greatly facilitate in intensifying 
this process. 

Orissa is playing host to the biggest ever FDI 
projects in the country, Posco and 
Arcelor-Mittal steel projects, he said. Presence 
of such strong industrial players will definitely 
provide required synergy for an IIT level 
institution to realise its full potential.
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Navin urges PM to set up IIT in state

Bhubaneswar: Chief minister Navin Patnaik on Wednesday
urged prime minister Manmohan Singh to take steps for setting
up a greenfield IIT in the state.
In a letter to the prime minister, Patnaik, while describing the
move by the Centre to establish the IITs in Andhra Pradesh,
Bihar and Rajasthan as shocking sought his intervention in
setting up such an institute in Orissa.
It may be mentioned here that the Centre had announced
establishment of three greenfield IITs in the country during the
Eleventh Five Year Plan.
Besides, Union minister of state for Human Resources
Development M M Fatimi had made an announcement on
August 28 last year at Patna that Orissa has been included in
this proposal.
Justifying his contention to this effect, Patnaik maintained that
the establishment of an IIT would aptly support the rapid
industrial growth in Orissa by producing highly qualified
technical and managerial personnel as well as the much needed
R&D support.
The chief minister also maintained that since Orissa is playing
host to the biggest ever FDI projects in the country such as
Posco and Arcelor-Mittal steel projects, the presence of such
strong industrial players would surely provide required synergy
for an IIT level institution to realise its full potential.
While drawing the attention of the prime minister to the
proposal of the IIT, Kharagpur for the upgradation of their
extension centre in Orissa to a full-fledged IIT campus, the
chief minister said that the state government has also formally
recommended the proposal to the HRD ministry and has agreed
to provide 300 acres of land free of cost for the prestigious
project.
He requested the Prime Minister to sanction the extension
campus also.
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FUN AND GAMES: Andhra's politicians play cricket to 
block off highways in protest.

Other stories in the section

Visakhapatnam to get an IIM soon
Alert in Gujarat | Rain toll | Forecast
Bharti opened a/c with Nitish's address
Slain youth's body exhumed in J&K
Swedish history in the Chennai dock

AP finds IIT too hot to handle 
ibnlive.com

 Email   Print

New Delhi: Getting into the prestigious
Indian Institutes of Technology is every
engineering aspirant’s dream. But
getting the IIT into their state seems to
be every politician’s ambition.

At least that’s what is happening in
Orissa and Andhra Pradesh, with the
neighbours fighting it out over getting
the institute within their territorial
boundaries.

A day after Orissa Chief Minister 
Naveen Patnaik took strong exception 
to the reported move of the Centre to 
shift the establishment of an IIT from 
Orissa to Andhra Pradesh, a political 
battle of sorts has broken out in 
Andhra.

Highway traffic has been badly hit on 
two National Highways after both the 
Opposition parties and the ruling 
Congress called for a blockade over 
where the proposed IIT should be 
established.

While the Opposition parties have called for a blockade of NH-9 - demanding an IIT at 
Basar in Adilabad district - the Congress is blocking NH-7 as it wants an IIT to be set up 
elsewhere! 

“We are blocking the highway as we want an IIT in Medak district of Andhra Pradesh,”
confirmed Medak Zila Parishad Chairman, Patan Cheru.

However, Congress is not having it easy either. All the political parties of state have come
together to oppose CM Y S Rajasekhara Reddy’s stand of locating the IIT in Medak
district.

How it started

The Centre had announced establishment of three greenfield IITs in the country during the 
Eleventh Five Year Plan. Orissa was included in this proposal, which was also announced 
by Union Minister of State for Human Resources Development MM Fatmi on August 28 
last year at Patna.

The move did not go down well with Orissa Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, who on 
Wednesday shot off a letter to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh demanding that a 
greenfield IIT should be sanctioned for the State. 

Describing the move by the Centre to establish the IITs in Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and
Rajasthan as ‘shocking’, the Chief Minister has sought the intervention of the Prime
Minister in setting up such an institute in Orissa.

Drawing the Prime Minister’s attention to the proposal of the IIT, Kharagpur for the
upgradation of their extension centre in Orissa to a full-fledged IIT campus, Naveen said
that the State Government has also formally recommended the proposal to the Ministry of
HRD and conveyed willingness to provide 300 acres of land free of cost for the prestigious
project.

He requested the Prime Minister to sanction the extension campus also.

(With CNN-IBN inputs)
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New Delhi: Getting into the prestigious Indian
Institutes of Technology is every engineering
aspirantâ€™s dream. But getting the IIT into their
state seems to be every politicianâ€™s ambition.

At least thatâ€™s what is happening in Orissa
and Andhra Pradesh, with both the southern
neighbours fighting it out over getting the institute
within their territorial boundaries.

A day after Orissa Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik 
took strong exception to the reported move of the 
Centre to shift the establishment of an IIT from 
Orissa to Andhra Pradesh, a political battle of 
sorts has broken out in Andhra.

Highway traffic has been badly hit on two National 
Highways after both the Opposition parties and 
the ruling Congress called for a blockade over 
where the proposed IIT should be established.

While the Opposition parties have called for a 
blockade of NH-9 - demanding an IIT at Basar in 
Adilabad district - the Congress is blocking NH-7 
as it wants an IIT to be set up elsewhere! 

â€œWe are blocking the highway as we want an
IIT in Medak district of Andhra Pradesh,â€
confirmed Medak Zila Parishad Chairman, Patan
Cheru.

However, Congress is not having it easy either. All
the political parties of state have come together to
oppose CM Y S Rajasekhara Reddyâ€™s stand
of locating the IIT in Medak district.

The Centre had announced establishment of three 
greenfield IITs in the country during the Eleventh 
Five Year Plan. Orissa was included in this 
proposal, which was also announced by Union 
Minister of State for Human Resources 
Development MM Fatmi on August 28 last year at 
Patna.

The move did not go down well with Orissa Chief 
Minister Naveen Patnaik, who on Wednesday 
shot off a letter to Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh demanding that a greenfield IIT should be 
sanctioned for the State. 

Describing the move by the Centre to establish
the IITs in Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and Rajasthan
as â€˜shockingâ€™, the Chief Minister has
sought the intervention of the Prime Minister in
setting up such an institute in Orissa.

Drawing the Prime Ministerâ€™s attention to the
proposal of the IIT, Kharagpur for the upgradation
of their extension centre in Orissa to a full-fledged
IIT campus, Naveen said that the State
Government has also formally recommended the
proposal to the Ministry of HRD and conveyed
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willingness to provide 300 acres of land free of
cost for the prestigious project. He requested the
Prime Minister to sanction the extension campus
also.
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Naveen writes to PM, protests shifting of IIT
from State
Pioneer News Service | Bhubaneswar

Taking strong exception to the reported move of the Centre to shift the proposed
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) from Orissa to Andhra Pradesh, Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on Wednesday shot off a letter to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,
demanding that an IIT be sanctioned for the State. 

The Centre had earlier announced establishment of three greenfield IITs in the
country during the Eleventh Five-Year Plan with Orissa to be included in this
proposal. Union Minister of State also made an announcement to this effect for
Human Resource Development MM Fatmi on August 28 last year in Patna. 

Describing as "shocking" the Centre's move to establish the IITs in Andhra Pradesh,
Bihar and Rajasthan and not in Orissa, Patnaik has sought the intervention of the
Prime Minister regarding the matter. 

Establishment of an IIT would go a long way in supporting the rapid industrial growth
in the State by producing highly qualified technical and managerial personnel as well
as the much-needed research and development (R&D) support, Patnaik pointed out.

Drawing the Prime Minister's attention regarding the proposal of the IIT, Kharagpur
for the upgradation of its extension centre in Orissa into a full-fledged IIT campus,
the Chief Minister said that the State Government has formally recommended the
proposal to the Ministry of HRD and conveyed its willingness to provide 300 acres of
land free of cost for the prestigious project. He also requested the Prime Minister to
sanction the extension campus. 

Patnaik has stated that the vibrant growth in the industrial and technical education
sectors provides enormous potential for industry and institutional linkages. 

For any comments, queries or feedback, kindly mail us at
pioneerletters@yahoo.co.in
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07 – Congress reactions on the 
IIT in Orissa issue                              
(1st February 2007 – 13th May 2007) 

 
Highlights: 

Reactions range from initially being skeptical to later supporting the 
issue. 
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Talks with Janamanch, a political stunt: Cong
Thursday February 1 2007 11:33 IST

BHUBANESWAR: Congress on Wednesday
described the talks between Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik and Visthapan Virodhi
Janamanch of Kalinga Nagar, a �political
stunt� in view of the ensuing panchayat polls.

Addressing a news conference here, president 
of the Orissa Pradesh Congress Committee 
(OPCC) Jaydeb Jena alleged that the 
long-awaited meeting was convened on 
Wednesday not to break the Kalinga Nagar 
impasse, but to give an impression that the 
Chief Minister is keen to resolve the crisis.

Criticising the Chief Minister for convening the 
meeting without any agenda, Jena alleged that 
the State Government was not sincere to solve 
the problem. He observed that the talks had 
no meaning as a splinter group stayed away 
alleging that Rabindra Jarika, the secretary of 
the Janamanch is dancing to the tunes of the 
Naxalites. 

President of the organisation Padmacharan 
Haiburu and several other pro-Congress 
leaders stayed away from the talks.

Refuting reports in a section of the press on
the Centre�s move to shift the proposed
Indian Institute Technology (IIT) from Orissa
to Andhra Pradesh, Jena said there was no
such proposal. 

He said he had clarified the matter from the
Prime Minister�s Office and there is no such
move in this regard. This is a campaign
launched by the BJD and BJP to malign the
Congress before the panchayat polls, he
added.

Jena claimed that Congress candidates will win 
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a majority of seats in the Zilla Parishad polls. 
Criticising the State Government for its failure 
to implement welfare measures funded by the 
Centre, the OPCC chief said, this along with 
corruption at every level of the Government 
and deterioration in the law and order 
situation would be some of the major issues of 
the party in the polls.

Congress has fielded candidates for 848 seats 
leaving six for the CPI as part of the seat 
adjustment at the district level.
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‘No project against people’s wishes’

Statesman News Service 
BHUBANESWAR, May 13: Posco steel plant cannot be set up against the wishes and interest of farmers, it can be done only
through negotiations between the company and the peasants. The Congress will stand by the farmers if they refuse to part with
their land, said AICC general secretary in charge of Orissa Mr V Narayanswami while responding to questions on the Posco-India
steel plant project. 
The state Congress has been objecting to certain provisions of the MoU with Posco, but the Centre has been backing the project
to the hilt and virtually monitoring its progress since it involves the biggest FDI attracted by the country till date. 
Asked about the conflicting stands, the AICC general secretary said the policy was to stay clear and ask the company to negotiate
with locals in order to acquire, if the farmers refuse and say it is against their interest, their position stands and we will support
them, he said. 
Mr Narayanswami was, however, more assertive in saying that his party had been pressing for establishment of an IIT in Orissa.
Even recently, we met the Prime Minister and urged upon him to set up an IIT in the state , but unlike the BJD-BJP, the party will
not take recourse to agitation, he added. The AICC general secretary pointed out that the Prime Minister had already sanctioned a
world class science institute for Orissa which will be under the Atomic Energy Department.

  Discussion on this Orissa Plus item 
Disclaimer: These are Internet generated discussion threads for which the The Statesman has no responsibility.
No discussions on this item

  Other Orissa Plus
A voyage through ordeals

Jumbos keep people on tenterhooks

FM craze

Lifer for rapist teacher

Two boys found dead in school

Diatribe against BJP at BJD meet

Super observer and missing

Maoist warning to people

Congress fights it out within

  Login  
Username
Password

New user? Sign-in 

 

 

Page views : 67834588 since March 15,2006

Lawyers in Your Area
We've Helped Millions of People Like You Find 
a Lawyer Since 1999. 

eBoatLoans
Real rates-Real people-Real service Get your 
boat on the water today! 

People State 
Bank
Get 4 Free Offers - 
One Easy Form. 
Refinance Rates at 
Record Low. 
mortgage.refinance.leadst

Large Meet 
People
Free to Join. 
1000's of pictures 
& video's of Large 
Singles 
www.BBPeopleMeet.com

PT for the 
Lansdale Area
Personalized 
physical therapy. 
We focus on 
compassion for 
people. 
parryphysicaltherapy.com

Montelimar Hotels
Find Deals, Read 
Reviews from Real 
People. Get the 
Truth. Then Go. 
www.TripAdvisor.com

chitta
Highlight



08 – Civil society in Orissa 
agitated on the IIT Orissa issue          
(2nd February 2007 – 19th March 2007) 

 
Highlights: 

Agami Orissa, a non-political in Orissa immediately reacts to the IIT in 
Orissa issue and talks about gheraoing the parliament.  
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Agami Orissa threatens agitation against
shifting of IIT
Pioneer News Service | Bhubaneswar

Agami Orissa has threatened to launch a mass agitation against the conspiracy to
shift the proposed Indian Institute of Technology from the State by the Centre. 

In a release the organisation said on October 2006, the Minister of State of Human
Resource Development had announced in Patna that two IITs will be set up in Bihar
and Orissa, which had been welcomed by the people of the State. But two days back
the statement of HRD Minister Arjun Singh has depressed the people.

The decision to shift the proposed IIT to Andhra Pradesh has proved the anti- Orissa
attitude of the Central Government. Earlier, in 2004, Agami Orissa had launched an
agitation against the Central Government decision to shift the proposed National
Institute of Science to Kolkata with the help of students, teachers and intellectuals of
the State. After which the Prime Minister Manmohan Singh laid the foundation stone
for the NIS, here in August 2006. 

The organisation has urged the people of the State, students, intellectuals and
political activists to build up a mass agitation against the Centre's decision. 

For any comments, queries or feedback, kindly mail us at
pioneerletters@yahoo.co.in
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Orissa poised for mass movement
Thursday February 8 2007 11:32 IST

BHUBANESWAR: Orissa being given a short 
shrift by the Centre on the development front 
might be a common issue but frequent 
instances of shifting projects from the State 
to others have raised heckles among the 
people.

The Human Resource Development Ministry’s
recent approval for setting up three more
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) in
Rajasthan, Bihar and Andhra Pradesh
bypassing Orissa, which was named as a
beneficiary state only last year, is once again
poised to lead to a mass movement.

HRD Minister of State MAA Fatmi in August 
last year had announced that the proposal for 
establishing IITs in Bihar, Orissa and one 
Western Indian state would be included in the 
11th Five-Year Plan. But the decision was 
changed and the one proposed for Orissa was 
handed over to AP.

According to sources, Orissa is most
deserving for allocation of an IIT not only in
consideration of the industrial boom, ensuing
requirement of quality technical personnel,
support for technical colleges but more
importantly for it figures among the bottom
three states in the Ministry’s spending list.
Rajasthan and Bihar are the other two.

As per the 2006-07 budget, the MHRD’s per
capita spending on higher education
institutions plus institutions of national
importance in Orissa is only Rs 4.07, while in
Rajasthan and Bihar it’s Rs 2.59 and Rs 1.87
respectively. 

Reason: These states have the least number 
of HRD Ministry-funded institutions. Thus 
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these states need more focused attention 
subjected to development initiatives.

Establishment of the National Institute of
Science Education and Research (NISER)
cannot be counted against an IIT because it’s
funded by the Ministry of Atomic Energy and
not HRD.

Besides, the other States are beneficiaries of 
multiple institutions of national importance. 
Bihar and AP, each would have new National 
Institute of Pharmaceutical Education and 
Research (NIPER). 

AP would also have an Indian Institute of 
Public Health (IIPH) while two universities, 
Osmania University College of Engineering 
and Andhra University College of Engineering 
have been short listed for up gradation to IIT 
status and called Indian Institutes of 
Engineering Science and Technology.

Thus, taking into account the emerging 
conditions in Orissa that necessitate quality 
institutions to churn out personnel, the Union 
HRD Ministry should sanction an IIT to the 
State, noted academician and professor of 
Arizona State University Chitta Baral said. 

HRD’s per capita spending on higher
education institutions in Orissa is only Rs 4.07
Shifting of education projects to other states.
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IITs fuel political passions
KV Lakshmana
New Delhi, February 9, 2007

Indian Institutes of Technology seem to not 
only fuel student dreams but intense political 
passions as well. If students compete to 
secure a place in an IIT, politicians spearhead 
agitations to get them located in their areas 
of influence.

Orissa is objecting to an IIT, originally meant
for it, being awarded to neighbouring Andhra
Pradesh. In Andhra, on the other hand, two
districts of Telangana — Adilabad and
Medak — are squabbling for the institute.

The Chandrababu Naidu government had 
campaigned for an IIT at Basara in Adilabad, 
while Chief Minister YS Rajashekhara Reddy 
has plumped for Medak, from where late 

Indira Gandhi had once secured passage to the Lok Sabha.

Telangana Rashtriya Samithi leader and former union minister A Narendra 
has alleged that Reddy is using the IIT card to divide and weaken the 
Telangana movement for a separate state.

Meanwhile, AP minister for marketing, Botsa Satyanarayana is advocating 
the cause of Vishakapatnam to house the IIT.

Amid all the churning in Andhra Pradesh, a "shocked" Orissa chief minister 
Naveen Patnaik wrote in protest to the prime minister last Wednesday. He 
pointed out that Orissa was promised an IIT in the 11th five-year plan. The 
Centre's reported decision to establish new IITs in Andhra Pradesh, Bihar 
and Rajasthan was not cricket, Patnaik told Dr Manmohan Singh.

Human Rescource Development Minister of State MM Fatmi had announced 
on August 28 in Patna that three IITs, including one in Orissa, were being set 
up.

Similar passions are in evidence in four Rajasthan cities — Jaipur, Udaipur,
Kota and Jodhpur — for an IIT. Students of Ajmer consider their city too has
a claim.
The rapidly expanding Pink City, with a sprinkling of engineering colleges, 
industrial units and infrastructure and proximity to Delhi, greater road, rail 
and air connectivity, seems to have the more aggressive campaign. The 
highest number of 200 IIT entrants per annum are from Jaipur.

The Pink City also has a more concrete proposal. It is ready to provide 400 
acres and an administrative building free 25 kms from Jaipur. A 
Sambhar-based NGO, Sri Gopal Gowshala, will donate the land and building, 
said Suresh Kalani, the NGO office bearer. Delegations from the four cities 
have met Rajasthan Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje with their claims for the 
IIT. Raje's office confirmed the claims on Monday but said "no real progress 
was made on the ground".

The state has nominated additional chief secretary DC Samant to the HRD 
ministry committee that will finalise the location of the new IIT. While 
Udaipur has its strong points as tourism, business and trading, Kota said it 
already has 30,000 students preparing for the IITs at the various coaching 
institutes there.
Meanwhile, the demonstrations, sit-ins and signature campaigns continue to 
bring the IIT into the neighbourhood.
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Agami Orissa to gherao Parliament to protest 
shifting of IIT
Pioneer News Service | Bhubaneswar

Agami Orissa, which has been at loggerheads with the Union Human Resource
Development Ministry for its step-motherly attitude towards Orissa, on Thursday
announced to gherao the Parliament and stage a demonstration in New Delhi if the
decision for setting up of an IIT in the State is reversed. "We will stage a
demonstration here involving all the students' community and after that a protest
rally will be conducted at New Delhi against the conspiracy of the HRD Ministry,"
Agami Orissa convener Santosh Tripathy said. 

With the help of students, teachers and intellectuals of the State, the Organisation
would launch mass mobilisation rally in order to gain public support, he said. 

The decision to shift the proposed IIT to Andhra Pradesh has proved the anti- Orissa
attitude of the Central Government, Tripathy said adding that all should strongly
oppose the move. 

It might be noted here that earlier on October 2006, the Minister of State for Human
Resource Development MAA Fatmi had announced in Patna that two IITs would be
set up in Bihar and Orissa, which had made the people of the State buoyant. But the
Ministry had reversed its announcement within a few days. 

Meanwhile, extending its full support to the agitation call by the Agami Orissa, State
unit of Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad also turned the decision due to the
Congress Party's age-old negligence against Orissa. 

Parishad national zonal organising secretary Bishnu Das threatened that the
Parishad would launch a statewide agitation against the Union HRD Ministry. "It was
not the first case, earlier the Centre had promised for a NIS, but when the Left
Parties mounted pressure, it was shifted to Kolkata and now both the Railway
Minister Lalu Prasad Yadav and Andhra Pradesh Government are mounting
pressure," Das said adding Orissa has to wait for justice. 

For any comments, queries or feedback, kindly mail us at
pioneerletters@yahoo.co.in
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CESU seeks higher tariff 
Bhubaneswar: The Central Electricity Supply Utility (CESU) has
proposed proposed a higher averaged tariff increase for
subsidised category, voltage wise loss stipulation for computing
revenue requirement, category wise tariff to bridge revenue gap,
a service charge for dishonoured cheques, single point supply to
all apartments, demand charge recording during a month at the
same rate as applicable to industries for emergency power supply
to Captive Power Plants (CPPs) and Delayed Payment Surcharge
(DPS) for Low Tension (LT) consumers at Rs 1.25 per month. 
The proposal of the power utility came at a hearing before the
Orissa Electricity Regulatory Commission (OERC) here on
Thursday.
The Commission heard the Annual Revenue Requirement and
Tariff proposal of CESU for the 2007-08 fiscal. 
The Annual Revenue Requirement of CESU excluding previous
losses amounted to Rs 1123.52 crore. 
CESU argued that tariff gap should be bridged by Government
subsidy and consideration of the actual Aggregated Technical &
Commercial (AT&C) loss as base level for future reduction in case
of insufficient revenue.
A total of 17 objectors filed their submission to CESU's tariff
proposal. 
The broad issues raised by objectors were the un-audited
licensee's account for 2004-05 and 2005-06, failure on the part
of CESU in providing details required under regulation and its
failure to arrest high distribution loss. 
Besides, the objectors also pointed out that the consumer should
not be burdened for inefficiency of licensees in collection and the
AT &C concept should not be implemented. 

More BPL families to be covered under IAY 
Bhubaneswar: The state government has decided in principle to
cover 80,288 ST and SC BPL families under the Indira Awas
Yojana (IAY) during 2006-07 fiscal. 
A decision to this effect was taken at a high-level meeting
presided over by chief secretary Ajit Kumar Tripathy at the State
Secretariat here on Thursday. 
It was revealed in the meeting that a total of 75,000 families
were covered under the Centrally sponsored Bharat Nirman
Yojana in which a beneficiary gets Rs 25,000 of which 75 percent
of the amount is contributed by the Centre and the rest by the
state government. 

State to have nine more polytechnic institutes 
Bhubaneswar: The Centre has sanctioned nine more
full-fledged polytechnic institutes in Orissa to meet the increasing
need of technical manpower both inside and outside the state. 
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These institutes would be set up during the 11th Plan period
starting from 2007-08. 
The Centre would sanction Rs 14 crore each of these institutes
for infrastructure development and recurring expenditure for the
first five years while the state government would bear the
recurring expenditure after completion of five years. 
According to official sources, seven institutes would be located in
the backward districts of Kalahandi, Koraput, Boudh,
Nabarangpur, Kandhamal and Nuapada or Sonepur while
Ganjam, Sambalpur and Balasore districts will have one each. 
However, a decision on the choice between Nuapada and
Sonepur would be taken after an assessment of the demographic
profile of the two districts. 
Besides, the Centre has also decided to set up a few special
technical institutes in Orissa. A plumbing institute would be set
up at Pattamundai in Kendrapada district while Ganjam district
will have a special institute for gems and jewellery processing. 
The only institute the Centre had sanctioned for the state during
10th Plan is under construction in Malkangiri district that would
start functioning from the coming academic session. 
It may be mentioned here that apart from 14 government ITIs
and 10 women polytechnics, there are 147 private industrial
training centres in Orissa at present. 

Medicinal trees in schools 
Bhubaneswar: The state government has decided to plant
medicinal trees in 32 schools in the first phase. 
Official sources said that a decision has been taken that if the
medicinal trees die due to sheer negligence, the money spent for
this purpose, would be deducted from the salary of the concerned
teachers.
Around 10 types of medicinal tree would be planted in the school
premises in an area of 100 square feet. 
The state government would provide Rs 14,000 to each school
where Rs 10,000 would be spent for plantation while the rest
amount would be earmarked for construction of boundaries, the
sources added. 

Rajarani Music Fest 
Bhubaneswar: The 5th annual Rajarani National Music Festival
would start in the city here from February 26. 
The three-day festival, jointly organised by the state tourism
department and Bhubaneswar Music Circle would continue till
February 28. 
The festival will showcase three major Indian classical music
styles - Hindustani, Carnatic and Odissi and audience would
enjoy performances of artistes of national repute, both in vocal
and instrumental. 
The inaugural evening will feature Odissi vocalist Ramahari Das
and young flutist Jawahar Mishra of the State followed by
Hindustani vocal recital by Pandit Ulhas Kashalkar from Kolkata. 
Similarly, Hindustani vocalists Harihar Rath of Bhubaneswar and
Bhopal-based Shashwati Mandal Paul will perform the next
evening. 
Rudra Veena exponent Ustad Bahaud'din Dagar from Mumbai will
be the main highlight of the evening. 
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The concluding evening would feature popular Odissi singer
Mohapatra Minati Bhanja followed by Hindustani singer Hema
Upasani from Mumbai. 
Vocalist Vidushi Jayashri would represent Carnatic music tradition
from Chennai. 

Inter-state cultural and film exchange programme
Bhubaneswar: The Orissa inter-state cultural and film exchange
programme would be held at Chuwadia theatre in Bangalore from
March 7 to 9. 
The three-day programme would be organized by the Orissa
I&PR department. 
Earlier the programme had been held successfully in
Thiruvantapuram, Panaji in Goa and Mumbai. 
The programmes are being organised to create awareness about
the State's culture, traditions, literature among the Oriya people
residing in various states and showcase the proud cultural
heritage of our state. 
It will also lead to exchange of views and thoughts among the
State's artists with artists from other states.
A team of officials of the state I&PR department had recently
visited the place under instructions and have already made the
necessary arrangements. 

Shifting of IIT: Agami Orissa to gherao Parliament 
Bhubaneswar: Taking strong exception to the step-motherly
attitude of the Union HRD ministry for dilly-dallying its decision to
set up an IIT institute in Orissa, Agami Orissa, a, city-based NGO
on Thursday announced to gherao the Parliament and stage a
demonstration in New Delhi if the decision for setting up of an IIT
in Orissa is reversed. In a statement here on Thursday, Agami
Orissa convener Santosh Tripathy said that the NGO would stage
a demonstration here involving all the students' community and
after that a protest rally would be conducted at New Delhi
against the conspiracy of the HRD ministry. 
Besides, the organization would also launch mass mobilisation
rally in order to gain public support with the help of students,
teachers and intellectuals of the state, he added. 
Taking a dig at the Centre, Tripathy said that since the decision
to shift the proposed IIT to Andhra Pradesh has confirmed the
anti-Orissa attitude of the Centre, all should strongly oppose the
move. 

Vigilance raid on women’s college 
Bhubaneswar: The State Vigilance sleuths on Thursday raided
the office of the Nalini Devi Women’s College here in response to
allegations that some girl students had managed to get their
admission at the college by furnishing fake certificates in the last
academic session. 
The anti-corruption bureau officials seized all official documents
of the college during the raid. 
A group of girl students of the college had furnished copies of the
forged mark-sheets and other certificates before the State
Vigilance and demanded a probe into the incident. 
The details of the raid were not immediately known till the
reports last came in. 
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Orissa activists to question Central Government
 

KalingaTimes Correspondent

Bhubaneswar: A large number of social activists, academicians and politicians of

Orissa on Sunday gathered came together to demand a better deal for the State

from the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance Government at the Centre.

At a meeting held at Utkal University here, the activists criticised the Centre for

its alleged neglect of the State and demanded setting up of a greenfield Indian

Institute of Technology (IIT), an Indian Institute of Management and a Central

University in the State.

The meeting also resolved that the demands will be highlighted at a

demonstration to be held in New Delhi next month. Apart from about 1000

people halining from different walks of life, the Members of Parliament from the

State will also participate in the dharna.

Before the New Delhi dharna, those supporting the demands will take out a rally

in Bhubaneswar and hand over a memorandum to Governor Rameshwar Thakur

complaining about the Centre's neglect of the cause of Orissa.

Those who spoke at the meeting severely criticised the UPA Government for

ignoring Orissa's cause while setting up of branches of various Central

Government-run institutes in the Orissa.

They warned that the movement against the Centre's neglect of Orissa,

particularly in the context of setting up of institutes of higher learning, will

continue till the UPA government favorably considered the issues nvolved.
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09 – Orissa media take up the 
IIT Orissa issue and writes 
columns, editorials and op-eds. 
(TV channels have discussions)          
(4th February 2007 – 18th February 2007) 

 
Highlights: 

5th February 2007: Dharitri in Oriya writes the editorial: “Orissa not 
needed by the Center”  

9th February 2007: Sambada in Oriya writes the editorial: “Neglect is 
beyond the tolerable limit” 

18th February 2007: Dharitri in Oriya has the column: “IIT Shifting and 
the sleeping Oriyas” 
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Parasol Sun Umbrella For Teens 
And Y...  

Best Price $36.90  
or Buy New $36.90  
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Orissa has missed the bus again,
thanks to the machinations of the
Ministry of Human Resources
Development. A green-field Indian
Institute of Technology, which was in
the pipeline for Orissa, has been
surreptitiously shifted to Andhra
Pradesh. Bihar retains an IIT. So does
the western state of Rajasthan. But
Orissa’s claim seems to have gone
down the drain as the Ministry of HRD
has made a volte face.
 

Orissa has missed the bus
again, thanks to the
machinations of the
Ministry of Human
Resources Development.
A green-field Indian
Institute of Technology,
which was in the pipeline
for Orissa, has been
surreptitiously shifted to
Andhra Pradesh. The
Ministry of HRD has

maintained a complete silence over this sudden shift, but
the issue has sparked off anger and resentment in
Orissa. It’s the second blow for the state in less than a
year. The first blow came when the National Institute of
Science was shifted from Bhubaneswar to Kolkata. But
the NIS furore subsided after Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh laid the foundation stone of National Institute of
Science Education and Research in August. And now,
another storm has lashed Orisa over the IIT issue. Union
minister of state for HRD M.A.A. Fatmi in August last
year had said, "The proposal for one IIT for Bihar and
two for Orissa and one western Indian state besides one
Indian Institute of Information Technology in Bihar will
be included in the 11th Five Year Plan". Fatmi’s Bihar
retains an IIT. So does the western state of Rajasthan.
But Orissa’s claim seems to have gone down the drain as
the Ministry of HRD has made a volte face.

Each state of the country, of course, cannot have an IIT.
But the decisions pertaining to the location of such
reputed centres of excellence have to follow certain
objective criteria. The Ministry of HRD cannot announce
an IIT for Orissa and suddenly decide to scrap the same
in a jiffy. The decision to shift the IIT appears to have
been taken on grounds of political expediency. The
decision does not reflect the academic realities staring at
a state like Orissa where the institutions of higher
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learning set up by the Ministry of HRD are few and far
between. At present, there are seven IITs in the country
at New Delhi, Mumbai, Kharagpur, Kanpur, Roorkee,
Chennai and Guwahati. Three more IITs will come up
during the 11th Plan period from 2007 to 2012. Each IIT
will involve an investment of Rs 4,000 crores and hence,
it will be a costly exclusion for Orissa.

Chief minister Naveen Patnaik has already written a
letter to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh protesting
against the decision. The CM has described the decision
not to locate one of the green-field IITs in Orissa as
"shocking". The CM has sought the intervention of the PM
to sanction one IIT for Orissa. The CM has also conveyed
the state’s willingness to provide 300 acres of land free
of cost for this prestigious IIT project.

There is a ray of hope that the Prime Minister might
intervene in favour of Orissa as he earlier did to offer an
alternative to the NIS project, which was shifted to
Kolkata. In his address while laying the foundation of the
National Institute of Science Education and Research, the
Prime Minister had said, "I am also concerned about the
regional imbalance in science teaching and the
development of science and technology in India. There
was a time when the East was at the forefront. Today the
East is lagging behind the South and the West. We need
to redress this regional imbalance. It is to meet these
challenges that we will be setting up the National
Institute of Science Education and Research in
Bhubaneswar". But the NISER is no substitute for an IIT.
While the estimated project cost of the NISER is Rs 750
crores, an IIT involves an investment of Rs 4000 crores.
In short, Orissa may lose Rs 3250 crores due to this
decision of the Ministry of HRD.

Moreover, the NISER project has not taken off yet
though top officials from the Department of Atomic
Energy (DAE) visited Bhubaneswar last month to meet
the chief minister.

CII-McKinsey Report

The Prime Minister was right when he stated that the
East is lagging behind in science teaching. But the East
has got tremendous potential for the future. A
CII-McKinsey report named "Turning The Minerals And
Metals Potential Of Eastern India Into A Goldmine" has
enumerated the potential of three eastern states of
Orissa, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh and what the states
can achieve in the next 15 years. Are the three states
really sitting on a goldmine? A peek into the
CII-McKinsey report provides some answers.

According to the report, the three eastern states of
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Orissa have the potential to
unleash an unprecedented economic boom, which will
have a direct and unassailable impact on all sections of
their population. The report says, "The economies of
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Orissa also have the
potential to grow from $30 billion in 2003 to $75 billion
by 2015, in which the share of metals and minerals
would increase from 27 to 46 per cent. This would also
result in employment for 7,00,000 additional people by
2015 and the majority would be from the rual and small
town population".

Capturing the potential, however, will require a concerted
and co-ordinated effort by the government and industry
players.
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The three states of Chhattisgarh, Jharkand and Orissa
alone account for about 70% of the country’s coal
reserves, 55% of iron ore and 60% of its bauxite
reserves. However, they have grossly underexploited this
opportunity so far as is borne out by their low state
domestic products and low growth rates. There is no
reason why, however, these states cannot leverage their
natural resources to propel their economic growth just
like several mineral rich regions across the world such as
Australia, South Africa, Brazil, Chile and Botswana have
done. What is more the timing could not be more ideal.
There are three reasons for saying this. First, India’s
domestic demand for metals (and hence minerals from
eastern states) is poised for significant growth over the
next 10-12 years making India one of the top five global
markets for several metals and minerals. Secondly, the
growth rate of the Chinese economy has significantly
accelerated the global demand for basic materials,
resulting in global growth rates for steel, aluminium and
coal. Thirdly, India is uniquely positioned to play a
significant part in servicing this global demand due to its
low-cost advantage.

The eastern states, according to the report, would also
benefit in terms of employment creation, where levels of
employment in the minerals and metal sector could
increase from 560 thousand to 1.4 million workers by
2015. In addition, they would be able to significantly
increase their state revenues from the minerals and
metal sector from $1 billion to almost $2.9 billion by
2015. Significant investments could also flow in and
could possibly reach as much as $20-35 billion from the
steel sector, $10-14 billion from aluminium sector and
$6-9 billion from the coal sector by 2015. Additional
investment of $20-40 billion could flow in from the power
sector for coal-based generation companies.

An IIT would have been the perfect icing on the cake for
the eastern states in general and for Orissa in particular.
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